Terminology 2: amnesty vs. pathway
A brief history of amnesties

Amnesty is “the act of an authority (as a government) by which pardon is granted to a large group of individuals.”
 It is a legislative or executive act by which a state restores those who may have been guilty of an offense against it to the positions of innocent people. For this reason, the mention of the word amnesty dredges up past feelings of unfairness or injustice on the part of other legislative or executive decisions of government.
· Unpopular amnesties in the past included the ones by President Andrew Johnson following the Civil War, by President Carter to “draft dodgers” following the Vietnam War, and by President Reagan to Mexican immigrants in the 1980s.

· The word amnesty can be easily used to inflame deep-seated passions. But an amnesty is different from a pathway to legal status, which is what is currently being proposed. The current blueprint for immigration reform uses the language of a pathway, “For the 11 million immigrants already in this country illegally, we would provide a tough but fair path forward. They would be required to admit they broke the law and to pay their debt to society by performing community service and paying fines and back taxes.”
 This is not amnesty, but the establishment of access to legal status for those who entered or stayed in this country illegally, but who can prove themselves deserving of living and working here.

Differences in “pathway” language

Federal immigration policy reform language refers to a “pathway” to status for some but not all. Access would still be determined on a case-by-case basis.
· Look at any map and you will see that any route can take you to a lot of different places. The key point is to make a way by which those people that have been living as model citizens (with the exception of illegal entry or expired visa) can earn official authorization to be here. It is a way of saying to them, “you are the kind of people we want living and working among us; and we appreciate and need you.”

· Serious lawbreakers (smugglers, violent gang members, thieves, etc.) will not receive that message, and will likely choose to continue to hide, and will eventually be caught.

· Not all those who receiving access status in a reform would choose citizenship. For those that do so, it would take a long time to become citizens. But many only want to work here legally and be able to go home – what is referred to as cyclical migration. They will want only a green card. This worked for decades, and it can work again.

· In other words, to be granted a legal pathway is not a guarantee of a destination, which would be amnesty. People who throw the word “amnesty” freely into conversation and debate, often do so on purpose, choosing to make the conversation hot and uncivil. Our church supports a pathway to status that will allow those who now hide in the shadows to pursue their dreams openly, whether those dreams lead to citizenship, a work permit, permanent residence, or cyclical migration.

Questions
How do you understand the word “amnesty”?

How do you understand a “pathway to legal status”?
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