Federal immigration policy reform 
· Current U.S. immigration laws do not provide enough visas for the number of skilled and unskilled workers that our economy needs in order to grow.

· So, as people from neighboring countries have heard of the need for workers in the U.S., they have come. Since those people needed to fill those jobs were not allowed in the U.S. legally, many have entered the country illegally.

· Some come wanting to work here and return home regularly. Others want to bring their families with them, and return home regularly. Some want to become U.S. citizens some day, but not as many as you would think. All basically want to make their lives better.

· In the mean time. They help keep the U.S. economy going and growing, even if they aren’t here legally. We like the growing part, but not the illegal part.

· The only way we can keep the growing part is to allow the workers that we need to come here legally and work. In other words, we need to reform our federal immigration laws.

For the United Methodist Church
In 2008 the General Conference of The United Methodist Church adopted the resolution “Welcoming the Migrant to the U.S.”
 It calls churches to work together to pass a federal immigration policy reform. This resolution would make a great study for all local churches. Other denominations and interfaith groups have made similar statements. Four key proposals in this resolution are for:
· providing an opportunity for legal status for all undocumented immigrants;
· clearing the backlogs and reunifying families separated by migration or detention;
· increasing the number of visas for short-term and long-term workers to come into the United States to work in a safe, legal, and orderly way; and
· protecting the rights of all immigrant workers.
· Since the passage of the 2008 General Conference resolution, several within the church have put forth the issues of border security and better enforcement of immigration laws as central pieces of a federal immigration policy reform. They have arisen in light of the 9/11 attacks, in the quest for general U.S. border security, and as a concern over the ongoing stability of Mexico as it tries to crack down on its drug mafias.
Questions

What reasons would people for opposing the above five points?

Were there other parts of the General Conference resolution (pp. 6-10) that are helpful to you?
� The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church: 2008. Resolution 3281, pp. 412-20
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