A key focus of The UMC

The 4 focus initiatives of the church between 2009 and 2012 are:

· Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the world;

· Creating new places for new people by starting new congregations and renewing existing ones;

· Engaging in ministry with the poor; and

· Combating the diseases of poverty by improving health globally.

Today, immigration equals poverty

The ethnic minority plans of the church all deal with these four foci, but especially with “engaging in ministry with the poor.” In addition, the General Boards of Church and Society and Global Ministries, the United Methodist Women, Justice for Our Neighbors, and the General Commission on Religion and Race all include it by working toward federal immigration policy reform.

The pursuit of federal immigration policy reform is important to these programs because the ongoing nature of undocumented migration from Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean has a negative effect on the immigrants already living here with proper documentation, as well as the naturalized and natural-born citizens whose forebears came from those regions. 

· As the federal government continues to delay enactment of immigration reform, states increasingly try to resolve the problem from a variety of perspectives, some of which end up being hurtful to documented and undocumented immigrant communities, as well as those who have become citizens.

· When states pass immigration laws, or when U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) engages in actions designed to detect and punish undocumented immigrants, despite all claims to the contrary those laws and actions can easily end up being enforced on the basis of national origin, skin color, racial characteristics, and accent. Actions of agents and congressional and legislative represent-atives alike can negatively affect the whole extended immigrant community by their actions. 

· Actions like these then contribute to keeping that whole community at lower economic levels. More and more immigrants, as well as their children and grandchildren that are U.S. citizens, fall below the poverty line, out of fear of engaging in education, and other activities that make them more visible to stops and searches.
· So, until there is a federal immigration policy reform, the whole immigrant-based community will continue to suffer from a broken legal system, resulting in economic barriers to advancement from poverty. No further transforming work with the immigrant poor and their children will occur until our immigration laws make sense to our economy and are fair to all.

Questions

Why are first-generation immigrant communities always poor, while second and third generations seem to climb out of poverty?

Why are Latino migrants in particular, even third and fourth generation, having difficulties climbing out of poverty?
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